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Transcript: President Bush Addresses United Nations 
General Assembly 
Speaks to the people across the broader Middle East 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
New York 
September 19, 2006 
 
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
United Nations 
New York 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Mr. Secretary General, Madam 
President, distinguished delegates, and ladies and 
gentlemen:  I want to thank you for the privilege of 
speaking to this General Assembly. 
 
Last week, America and the world marked the fifth 
anniversary of the attacks that filled another September 
morning with death and suffering.  On that terrible day, 
extremists killed nearly 3,000 innocent people, including 
citizens of dozens of nations represented right here in this 
chamber.  Since then, the enemies of humanity have 
continued their campaign of murder.  Al Qaeda and those 
inspired by its extremist ideology have attacked more than 
two dozen nations.  And recently a different group of 
extremists deliberately provoked a terrible conflict in 
Lebanon.  At the start of the 21st century, it is clear that the 
world is engaged in a great ideological struggle, between 
extremists who use terror as a weapon to create fear, and 
moderate people who work for peace. 
 
Five years ago, I stood at this podium and called on the 
community of nations to defend civilization and build a 
more hopeful future.  This is still the great challenge of our 
time; it is the calling of our generation.  This morning, I 
want to speak about the more hopeful world that is within 
our reach, a world beyond terror, where ordinary men and 
women are free to determine their own destiny, where the 
voices of moderation are empowered, and where the 
extremists are marginalized by the peaceful majority.  This 
world can be ours if we seek it and if we work together. 
 
The principles of this world beyond terror can be found in 
the very first sentence of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  This document declares that the "equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the 
foundation of freedom and justice and peace in the world."  
One of the authors of this document was a Lebanese 
diplomat named Charles Malik, who would go on to 
become President of this Assembly.  Mr. Malik insisted that 

these principles apply equally to all people, of all regions, 
of all religions, including the men and women of the Arab 
world that was his home. 
 
In the nearly six decades since that document was 
approved, we have seen the forces of freedom and 
moderation transform entire continents.  Sixty years after a 
terrible war, Europe is now whole, free, and at peace -- and 
Asia has seen freedom progress and hundreds of millions 
of people lifted out of desperate poverty.  The words of the 
Universal Declaration are as true today as they were when 
they were written.  As liberty flourishes, nations grow in 
tolerance and hope and peace.  And we're seeing that bright 
future begin to take root in the broader Middle East. 
 
Some of the changes in the Middle East have been dramatic, 
and we see the results in this chamber.  Five years ago, 
Afghanistan was ruled by the brutal Taliban regime, and its 
seat in this body was contested.  Now this seat is held by 
the freely elected government of Afghanistan, which is 
represented today by President Karzai.  Five years ago, 
Iraq's seat in this body was held by a dictator who killed his 
citizens, invaded his neighbors, and showed his contempt 
for the world by defying more than a dozen U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.  Now Iraq's seat is held by a 
democratic government that embodies the aspirations of the 
Iraq people, who's represented today by President Talabani. 
 With these changes, more than 50 million people have been 
given a voice in this chamber for the first time in decades. 
 
Some of the changes in the Middle East are happening 
gradually, but they are real.  Algeria has held its first 
competitive presidential election, and the military remained 
neutral.  The United Arab Emirates recently announced that 
half of the seats in its Federal National Council will be 
chosen by elections.  Kuwait held elections in which women 
were allowed to vote and run for office for the first time.  
Citizens have voted in municipal elections in Saudi Arabia, 
in parliamentary elections in Jordan and Bahrain, and in 
multiparty presidential elections in Yemen and Egypt.  
These are important steps, and the governments should 
continue to move forward with other reforms that show 
they trust their people.  Every nation that travels the road to 
freedom moves at a different pace, and the democracies 
they build will reflect their own culture and traditions.  But 
the destination is the same:  A free society where people 
live at peace with each other and at peace with the world. 
 
Some have argued that the democratic changes we're seeing 
in the Middle East are destabilizing the region.  This 
argument rests on a false assumption, that the Middle East 
was stable to begin with.  The reality is that the stability we 
thought we saw in the Middle East was a mirage.  For 
decades, millions of men and women in the region have 
been trapped in oppression and hopelessness.  And these 
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conditions left a generation disillusioned, and made this 
region a breeding ground for extremism. 
 
Imagine what it's like to be a young person living in a 
country that is not moving toward reform.  You're 21 years 
old, and while your peers in other parts of the world are 
casting their ballots for the first time, you are powerless to 
change the course of your government.  While your peers in 
other parts of the world have received educations that 
prepare them for the opportunities of a global economy, 
you have been fed propaganda and conspiracy theories that 
blame others for your country's shortcomings.  And 
everywhere you turn, you hear extremists who tell you that 
you can escape your misery and regain your dignity 
through violence and terror and martyrdom.  For many 
across the broader Middle East, this is the dismal choice 
presented every day. 
 
Every civilized nation, including those in the Muslim 
world, must support those in the region who are offering a 
more hopeful alternative.  We know that when people have 
a voice in their future, they are less likely to blow 
themselves up in suicide attacks.  We know that when 
leaders are accountable to their people, they are more likely 
to seek national greatness in the achievements of their 
citizens, rather than in terror and conquest.  So we must 
stand with democratic leaders and moderate reformers 
across the broader Middle East.  We must give them voice 
to the hopes of decent men and women who want for their 
children the same things we want for ours.  We must seek 
stability through a free and just Middle East where the 
extremists are marginalized by millions of citizens in 
control of their own destinies. 
 
Today, I'd like to speak directly to the people across the 
broader Middle East:  My country desires peace.  Extremists 
in your midst spread propaganda claiming that the West is 
engaged in a war against Islam.  This propaganda is false, 
and its purpose is to confuse you and justify acts of terror.  
We respect Islam, but we will protect our people from those 
who pervert Islam to sow death and destruction.  Our goal 
is to help you build a more tolerant and hopeful society that 
honors people of all faiths and promote the peace. 
 
To the people of Iraq:  Nearly 12 million of you braved the 
car bombers and assassins last December to vote in free 
elections.  The world saw you hold up purple ink-stained 
fingers, and your courage filled us with admiration.  You've 
stood firm in the face of horrendous acts of terror and 
sectarian violence -- and we will not abandon you in your 
struggle to build a free nation.  America and our coalition 
partners will continue to stand with the democratic 
government you elected.  We will continue to help you 
secure the international assistance and investment you need 
to create jobs and opportunity, working with the United 

Nations and through the International Compact with Iraq 
endorsed here in New York yesterday.  We will continue to 
train those of you who stepped forward to fight the 
enemies of freedom.  We will not yield the future of your 
country to terrorists and extremists.  In return, your leaders 
must rise to the challenges your country is facing, and make 
difficult choices to bring security and prosperity.  Working 
together, we will help your democracy succeed, so it can 
become a beacon of hope for millions in the Muslim world. 
 
To the people of Afghanistan:  Together, we overthrew the 
Taliban regime that brought misery into your lives and 
harbored terrorists who brought death to the citizens of 
many nations.  Since then, we have watched you choose 
your leaders in free elections and build a democratic 
government.  You can be proud of these achievements.  We 
respect your courage, and your determination to live in 
peace and freedom.  We will continue to stand with you to 
defend your democratic gains.  Today forces from more 
than 40 countries, including members of the NATO 
Alliance, are bravely serving side-by-side with you against 
the extremists who want to bring down the free 
government you've established.  We'll help you defeat these 
enemies and build a free Afghanistan that will never again 
oppress you, or be a safe haven for terrorists. 
 
To the people of Lebanon:  Last year, you inspired the 
world when you came out into the streets to demand your 
independence from Syrian dominance.  You drove Syrian 
forces from your country and you reestablished democracy. 
 Since then, you have been tested by the fighting that began 
with Hezbollah's unprovoked attacks on Israel.  Many of 
you have seen your homes and communities caught in 
crossfire.  We see your suffering, and the world is helping 
you to rebuild your country, and helping you deal with the 
armed extremists who are undermining your democracy by 
acting as a state within a state.  The United Nations has 
passed a good resolution that has authorized an 
international force, led by France and Italy, to help you 
restore Lebanese sovereignty over Lebanese soil.  For many 
years, Lebanon was a model of democracy and pluralism 
and openness in the region -- and it will be again. 
 
To the people of Iran:  The United States respects you; we 
respect your country.  We admire your rich history, your 
vibrant culture, and your many contributions to 
civilization.  You deserve an opportunity to determine your 
own future, an economy that rewards your intelligence and 
your talents, and a society that allows you to fulfill your 
tremendous potential.  The greatest obstacle to this future is 
that your rulers have chosen to deny you liberty and to use 
your nation's resources to fund terrorism, and fuel 
extremism, and pursue nuclear weapons.  The United 
Nations has passed a clear resolution requiring that the 
regime in Tehran meet its international obligations.  Iran 
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must abandon its nuclear weapons ambitions.  Despite 
what the regime tells you, we have no objection to Iran's 
pursuit of a truly peaceful nuclear power program.  We're 
working toward a diplomatic solution to this crisis.  And as 
we do, we look to the day when you can live in freedom -- 
and America and Iran can be good friends and close 
partners in the cause of peace. 
 
To the people of Syria:  Your land is home to a great people 
with a proud tradition of learning and commerce.  Today 
your rulers have allowed your country to become a 
crossroad for terrorism.  In your midst, Hamas and 
Hezbollah are working to destabilize the region, and your 
government is turning your country into a tool of Iran.  This 
is increasing your country's isolation from the world.  Your 
government must choose a better way forward by ending 
its support for terror, and living in peace with your 
neighbors, and opening the way to a better life for you and 
your families. 
 
To the people of Darfur:  You have suffered unspeakable 
violence, and my nation has called these atrocities what 
they are -- genocide.  For the last two years, America joined 
with the international community to provide emergency 
food aid and support for an African Union peacekeeping 
force.  Yet your suffering continues.  The world must step 
forward to provide additional humanitarian aid -- and we 
must strengthen the African Union force that has done 
good work, but is not strong enough to protect you.  The 
Security Council has approved a resolution that would 
transform the African Union force into a blue-helmeted 
force that is larger and more robust.  To increase its strength 
and effectiveness, NATO nations should provide logistics 
and other support.  The regime in Khartoum is stopping the 
deployment of this force.  If the Sudanese government does 
not approve this peacekeeping force quickly, the United 
Nations must act.  Your lives and the credibility of the 
United Nations is at stake.  So today I'm announcing that 
I'm naming a Presidential Special Envoy -- former USAID 
Administrator Andrew Natsios -- to lead America's efforts 
to resolve the outstanding disputes and help bring peace to 
your land. 
 
The world must also stand up for peace in the Holy Land.  
I'm committed to two democratic states -- Israel and 
Palestine-- living side-by-side in peace and security.  I'm 
committed to a Palestinian state that has territorial integrity 
and will live peacefully with the Jewish state of Israel.  This 
is the vision set forth in the road map -- and helping the 
parties reach this goal is one of the great objectives of my 
presidency.  The Palestinian people have suffered from 
decades of corruption and violence and the daily 
humiliation of occupation.  Israeli citizens have endured 
brutal acts of terrorism and constant fear of attack since the 
birth of their nation.  Many brave men and women have 

made the commitment to peace.  Yet extremists in the 
region are stirring up hatred and trying to prevent these 
moderate voices from prevailing. 
 
This struggle is unfolding in the Palestinian territories.  
Earlier this year, the Palestinian people voted in a free 
election.  The leaders of Hamas campaigned on a platform 
of ending corruption and improving the lives of the 
Palestinian people, and they prevailed.  The world is 
waiting to see whether the Hamas government will follow 
through on its promises, or pursue an extremist agenda.  
And the world has sent a clear message to the leaders of 
Hamas:  Serve the interests of the Palestinian people.  
Abandon terror, recognize Israel's right to exist, honor 
agreements, and work for peace. 
 
President Abbas is committed to peace, and to his people's 
aspirations for a state of their own.  Prime Minister Olmert 
is committed to peace, and has said he intends to meet with 
President Abbas to make real progress on the outstanding 
issues between them.  I believe peace can be achieved, and 
that a democratic Palestinian state is possible.  I hear from 
leaders in the region who want to help.  I've directed 
Secretary of State Rice to lead a diplomatic effort to engage 
moderate leaders across the region, to help the Palestinians 
reform their security services, and support Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders in their efforts to come together to 
resolve their differences.  Prime Minister Blair has indicated 
that his country will work with partners in Europe to help 
strengthen the governing institutions of the Palestinian 
administration.  We welcome his initiative.  Countries like 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan and Egypt have made clear they're 
willing to contribute the diplomatic and financial assistance 
necessary to help these efforts succeed.  I'm optimistic that 
by supporting the forces of democracy and moderation, we 
can help Israelis and Palestinians build a more hopeful 
future and achieve the peace in a Holy Land we all want. 
 
Freedom, by its nature, cannot be imposed -- it must be 
chosen.  From Beirut to Baghdad, people are making the 
choice for freedom.  And the nations gathered in this 
chamber must make a choice, as well:  Will we support the 
moderates and reformers who are working for change 
across the Middle East -- or will we yield the future to the 
terrorists and extremists?  America has made its choice:  We 
will stand with the moderates and reformers. 
 
Recently a courageous group of Arab and Muslim 
intellectuals wrote me a letter.  In it, they said this:  "The 
shore of reform is the only one on which any lights appear, 
even though the journey demands courage and patience 
and perseverance."  The United Nations was created to 
make that journey possible.  Together we must support the 
dreams of good and decent people who are working to 
transform a troubled region -- and by doing so, we will 
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advance the high ideals on which this institution was 
founded. 
 
Thank you for your time.  God bless. 
 
 

State's Hughes Says U.S. Security Requires Questioning 
Detainees 
Under secretary discusses detainees, Middle East during 
television interview 
 
Washington – Faced with unprecedented threats against the 
United States by terrorists, the Bush administration has had 
to make difficult decisions regarding the treatment of 
detainees, said Karen Hughes, under secretary of state for 
public diplomacy and public affairs.    
 
While working to protect itself from the threat from 
terrorists who attack around the world, the United States is 
trying to “apply international standards, to a group of 
people who don't wear the uniform of a state and don't 
respect the law of war and aren't signatories to any 
international treaties,” Hughes told MSNBC September 17.  
 
Hughes was responding to questions about U.S. obligations 
under Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions as it 
applies to detained terrorist suspects.    
 
President Bush believes that the CIA should have the 
authority to question senior-level al-Qaida detainees who 
might have information that could prevent a future terrorist 
attack, Hughes said.  It is also important to have clear rules 
for interrogators.  
 
“What the president is trying to do is define what that 
means using the standards that Senator [John] McCain 
championed last year, which was a prohibition on cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment,” said Hughes.  
 
In October 2005, the U.S. Senate voted to define and limit 
techniques used by U.S. troops to interrogate suspects 
detained in connection with terrorism, both in the United 
States and abroad. Senator John McCain, an Arizona 
Republican, sponsored the amendment.   
 
When asked about the Iraq war, Hughes said it is important 
to remember that al-Qaida has said that Iraq is the central 
front in the war against terror. “We think defeating the 
terrorists there is absolutely in our security interest,” she 
said.  
 
Hughes also said that Bush has a “comprehensive vision for 
a Middle East that's a different kind of place, a place of 
greater hope, a place of greater opportunity, a place where 

people are more free to express themselves, a place where 
people can participate in the political life of their country.”   
 
The president is personally committed to a two-state 
solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict, where both parties 
can live “side by side in peace and security,” she said.  
 

U.S. Urges Iran To Halt Nuclear Program, Resume 
Negotiations 
International community remains united on threat of sanctions, 
officials say 
By David Shelby 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington – The United States is prepared to enter into 
diplomatic discussions with Iran for the first time since the 
1979 hostage crisis at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran if Iran 
verifiably suspends its uranium enrichment activities. 
 
“We have said that if Iran is prepared to suspend [uranium 
enrichment], we are prepared for the first time in decades to 
sit down across the table from the Iranians and talk about 
ending their nuclear ambitions and providing a path for 
Iran's entry into the international system,” Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice said in a media interview in New 
York September 19.  “I would meet anywhere with my 
counterpart at any time once Iran has suspended its 
enrichment and reprocessing activities.” 
 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs R. Nicholas 
Burns underscored the importance of this historic offer 
during September 19 testimony before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee in Washington. 
 
“No prior administration, Republican or Democrat, had 
made that offer in 27 years,” he said.  “We're willing to do it 
on the nuclear issue because we see the nuclear issue as 
uniquely dangerous to our country and to our allies in the 
Middle East.” 
 
Burns invoked a baseball metaphor to explain to the 
senators that discussions between Iran and the international 
community have moved into “extra innings” [the 
procedure used to break a tie] since the August 31 
expiration of the U.N. Security Council’s deadline for Iran 
to halt its nuclear program.  He said he expects Iran’s chief 
nuclear negotiator, Ali Larijani, to attend the proceedings of 
the U.N. General Assembly in New York this week and 
meet with European leaders who are trying to convince 
Iran to pursue the path of negotiations. 
 
“So the Iranians have a clear choice to make.  That choice is 
in New York this week,” he said.  “And we very much hope 
that Iran will make the right choice so that negotiations can 
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proceed and diplomacy can proceed.” 
 
“But should that not be the case -- and since we're in extra 
innings, we can't wait forever, and there's a very short time 
line here -- then President Bush and Secretary Rice as 
recently as this morning said publicly that we will seek to 
impose a sanctions regime on the Iranian government,” he 
said. 
The Security Council adopted Resolution 1696 on July 31 
demanding that Iran suspend its uranium enrichment by 
August 31 or face the possibility of economic and 
diplomatic sanctions.  Burns said that the resolution 
commits those governments that voted for it “to a course of 
sanctions under Article 41, Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter, 
should Iran not meet this basic condition. … And so we 
assume and we believe that all the governments that voted 
for that resolution back on July 31 will honor it.”  He said 
that moving ahead with a sanctions resolution at this time 
is a matter of credibility for the Security Council. 
 
Burns explained that the sanctions would be graduated 
with the first phase focusing on the Iranian leadership and 
on dual-use exports that Iran might use to advance its 
nuclear program.  “We believe we have unity among the 
Perm Five countries and Germany to do this.  And as 
recently as yesterday afternoon, that unity was in place,” he 
said.  The “Perm Five” countries, the five permanent 
members of the Security Council, are China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom and the United States.  Germany also 
has been deeply engaged in discussions about the Iranian 
nuclear program. 
 
Burns said that the coalition of countries dealing with Iran 
is operating from diverse positions but remains unified on 
the key issues.  “It's a coalition of countries with sometimes 
different interests.  I can't say that Russia and China see the 
Iranian nuclear issue exactly as we do, but we held together 
at the key junctures over the last 12 months,” he said. 
 
French President Jacques Chirac also put to rest 
speculations that France was diverging from other 
members of the coalition after a September 19 meeting with 
U.S. President George Bush.  Both leaders underscored that 
they share the same objective and same approach in dealing 
with Iran’s nuclear ambitions.  Bush said European 
countries would remain engaged with Iran to convince it to 
suspend its nuclear program and return to negotiations, but 
he said if Iran continues to stall, the coalition of countries 
engaged in the matter would move ahead with sanctions. 
 
Clarifying his position, Chirac suggested that the 
suspension of Iran’s enrichment program and a suspension 
of action within the Security Council should be 
simultaneous measures preceding a resumption of 
negotiations. 

 
Burns said that the United States already has begun taking 
measures to isolate Iran economically. 
 
“We are working with the financial community worldwide 
to impress upon them the cost of doing business with Iran,” 
he said.  “And we're making the case that Iran is not a good 
risk for further investment in any field, and we're 
beginning to see banks decide that they will not continue 
with new lending to Iran, and some European and Asian 
banks actually curtailing their operations quite 
significantly.” 
 
He said there is a good chance that economic sanctions 
could convince Iran to change its course of action because 
Iran is deeply involved in international trade and seeks 
integration into the world economy. 
 
He also spoke about the dynamic complexity of political 
currents within Iran and speculated that there are 
moderates who might be more inclined to work with the 
international community than to defy it. 
 
“This is a country undergoing a vast transformation in the 
way that it views itself,” he said.  “What we hope will 
emerge is an Iranian government that realizes that a policy 
of the type espoused by Ahmadi-Nejad -- of aggressive 
behavior in the region which has a lot of the Arab countries 
very concerned, a clear effort to create a nuclear weapons 
capability, and a clear effort to continue the funding of 
terrorist groups -- that's going to create a vast international 
coalition against Iran.” 
 

United States Lauds Japan, Australia for North Korea 
Sanctions 
Multiple entities designated under U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1695 
By Jane Morse 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- The United States praised actions taken by 
Japan and Australia to implement U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1695, which condemned North Korea's July 5 
test launches of a series of missiles and demanded the 
suspension of all activities related to that country's ballistic 
missile program.   
 
In a statement released September 19, State Department 
spokesman Sean McCormack welcomed the Japanese and 
Australian governments' decisions to impose financial 
sanctions on entities believed to have provided support for 
North Korea's programs for weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD) and missiles.   
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Australia has designated 11 North Korean companies and 
one Swiss company as supporters of North Korea's WMD 
and missile programs.  The Swiss company, Kohas AG, is 
believed to be partially under the control of North Korean 
interests.  Japan designated those 12 entities and three 
others.   
 
In addition, both Japan and Australia have designated one 
individual, the president of Kohas AG, for providing 
support to North Korea's WMD and missile programs.   
The United States has taken similar action under Executive 
Order 13382, which blocks the U.S.-based property of WMD 
proliferators and their supporters. The U.S. government 
targeted the same 12 entities and one individual for 
sanctions, and currently is reviewing additional steps that 
might be required to comply fully with Resolution 1695, 
McCormack said. 
 
The Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1695 
– its first on North Korea since 1993 -- just 11 days after 
North Korea launched several short- to medium-range 
missiles capable of striking Japan, and a long-range missile 
that potentially could reach U.S. soil.  
 
The resolution requires all U.N. member states to prevent 
missile and missile-related items, materials, goods or 
technology from being transferred to North Korea's missile 
or WMD programs.  It also calls for steps to block the 
transfer of any financial resources for these programs.   
 
"Today's actions will help protect the Japanese and 
Australian financial systems from exploitation by WMD 
and missile proliferators and their facilitators," McCormack 
said in his statement. 
 
"We strongly encourage other states to undertake similar 
actions," he said.  
 

Press Group Warns of Specious New Arrests of Cuban 
Journalists 
Cuban regime said to continue pressuring independent 
journalists 
By Eric Green 
Washington File Staff Writer 
 
Washington -- The September 15 arrest of an independent 
journalist in Cuba "without any grounds" raises the 
possibility that the Cuban regime will make similar new 
arrests against other independent journalists in the 
Caribbean country, says the press advocacy group 
Reporters Without Borders. 
 
In a September 18 statement, the Paris-based group 
condemned the detention of Ahmed Rodríguez Albacia, a 

member of the independent news agency Jóvenes sin 
Censura {Young People Without Censorship), who was 
arrested by state security agents in Havana. 
 
The press freedom organization said Rodríguez's arrest 
"raises the possibility of new arrests without trial like those 
of [journalists] Oscar Mario González Pérez and Roberto de 
Jesús Guerra Pérez in July 2005 and Armando Betancourt in 
May 2006."  The group said Rodríguez and his family have 
been the "target of constant harassment in recent weeks and 
we call for his immediate release."   
 
Reporters Without Borders pointed out that Rodríguez's 
arrest comes as Cuba assumed the rotating presidency of 
the world's nonaligned movement at the end of a six-day 
summit meeting in Havana on September 16.  As president 
of that movement, Cuba is supposed to ensure respect for 
human rights and civil liberties in member countries of that 
grouping, said Reporters Without Borders.   
 
The organization said that prior to his arrest, Rodríguez 
and his family had been threatened with physical harm by 
Cuba's state security apparatus and the Cuban Communist 
Party.  In addition, Jóvenes sin Censura has been the target 
of constant harassment since its creation by a group of 
young journalists in September 2005, said Reporters 
Without Borders. 
 
The press advocacy group reported that the Cuban regime 
"has not let up pressure" on the independent press and 
foreign journalists in Cuba ever since Cuban dictator Fidel 
Castro's hospitalization and the transfer of power to his 
brother Raúl on July 31.  Some journalists from the 
nonaligned movement's member countries were refused 
visas to cover the Havana summit, said Reporters Without 
Borders. 
 
The nonaligned movement was founded in September 1961 
by countries that did not want to take sides in that era's 
Cold War between the United States and the former Soviet 
Union, said Reporters Without Borders. 
 
Reporters Without Borders previously has called on Raúl 
Castro, Cuba's acting leader, to release immediately and 
unconditionally all of the country's independent journalists 
who are in prison. 
 
"We are waiting for a gesture of clemency towards the 23 
journalists who have been in jail" since the Castro regime's 
crackdown on Cuba's independent press in 2003, Reporters 
Without Borders said in an August 9 statement.  The group 
has called Cuba the world's "second biggest prison for 
journalists," after China. 
 
The U.S. State Department said in an April 5 report that 
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Cuban officials and their "proxies" increasingly tormented 
pro-democracy activists and independent journalists 
through the use of mob actions known as "acts of 
repudiation." 
 
The department's report, called Supporting Human Rights 
and Democracy: The U.S. Record 2005-2006, said accused 
dissidents, some charged with common crimes, "received 
sham trials, and those sent to prison were often held in 
harsh conditions." 
 
(Preceding items distributed by the Bureau of International 
Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: 
http://usinfo.state.gov)  
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